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TONKAYA R'ABINA  The Slender Rowan
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1. Why are you standing, 

swaying, 
Slender rowan, 

Bending your head 

Right down to the fence? 

 

2. While over the road 

Beyond the wide river 

Just as alone 

Stands a tall oak. 
 

3. "What if I, the rowan 

Could move over to the oak, 
Then I would not be 

Bowing and swaying. 
 

4. With slender branches 

I would embrace him 

And with his leaves 

Whisper day and night". 
 

5. But the rowan cannot 

Move over to the oak, 
It seems her fate is this - 

To sway alone for life. 
!

Polina Shepherd
Lyrics - Ivan Surikov, 1864
Music - unknown


