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Oyf tsu shtifn hostu dokh
A gantsn tog a groysn,

Itster, kind mayns, darf men shlofn,

S'iz shoyn nakht in droysn.

Shloft shoyn lang di zun,
Di levone iz oyfgegangen,
Oyf dayn shtiln vigele
Zaynen shtern tsehangen
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Ay - lyu, mayn tayerer,
Ver zhe shoyn antshlofn,
Vet di mame dir dertseyln,
Vos hot mit ir getrofn.
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Vi fun fuftsn bin ikh eyns,
Bin ikh eyns geblibn -
Gekoylet zibn hot Petlyure,
Orel - di tsveyte zibn...
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You have all day in which to play

Now 'tis night and time for bed.

The sun has faded, the moon has appeared
And stars descend upon your cradle.

Of fifteen children only I remained -

Fourteen were slain by Peilyura* and his gang -
Your grandparents were hidden in the cellar
But they too were found and shot.

Were it not for the Red Army
There would be left no trace of me.
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* Petlyura was responsible for murder of Jews
and pogroms in the Ukraine during 1919-1920.
He was later assassinated in Paris.
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