MOTELE FUN VARSHEVER GETO

Motele from the Warsaw Ghetto NOY2A WWIYWANII [ID Y7y0XN
Author: Reuven Lifshutz (1918-75). Composer: Steimakh

In di shmole geselekh fun geto

—vi es rayst zikh koym arayn di zun
Afn layb bigodemelekh mit late
Loyft arum dem altn shnayders zun.

Yedn frimorgn vi a shotn

Mit farshmakhte lipelekh fun noyt
Ganvet zikh adurkh di geto-drotn
Tsu fardinen oyf a shtikl broyt.

Motele, a voyler bokher
Motele, a groyser spets
Motele hot fil hotzlokhe

Vayl undzer Motl iz a yat a molodiets.

2 Yidn shteyen uf kegn barbarn
Taykhn blut in yeder geto-gas

Motele helft boyen barikadn

Un dos peneyml fun kas toyt-blas

In dem fayer finklen oygn bloye
Dursht un hunger trikenen dos moyl
S’klept zayn heldish hertsele fun groyl
Far zayn folk shikt er zey yedn koyl

Motele....

In the narrow alleys of the ghetto,

Where the sun with effort sends a beam:
On his fragile body clothes with patches,
The tailor’s youngest son is to be seen.
Every morning looking like a shadow,

On his listless lips, the mark of want.
Through barbed wire steals from out the ghetto
To earn enough for bread —a job he hunts.

Motele, a decent fellow,

Motele, a skilful guy:

Motele, successful also,

Because our Motl, he excels in all he tries.

2 Jews rebel against the brutal tyrant,

Pools of blood in every ghetto street.

Motl helps in building the entrenchments,
His little face is deathly pale from anger.
In this fire two blue eyes are shining,
Thirst and hunger dry and crack his tongue,
Horror beats in his brave heart so daring,
For his people every bomb is flung.

Motele, a decent fellow...
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3 Dzhike, Pave, Mile, Miske, Genshe
Tsungen fayer flakerrn iber zey
S’klapn dort harmatn, s’tsitert varshe.
Gevald! Hilkht op dos hilfloze geshrey
In dem roysh fun bombes, kananadn
Motls nomen hot arumgeshvebt

Vi a held gefaln af barakadn

Zayn eygene bar-mitsve nisht derlebt

Motele, a voyler bokher

Motele, a groyser spets

Motele hot fil hotzlokhe

Vayl undzer Motl iz a yat a molodiets.

3 Dzhike, Pave, Mile, Niske, Genshe —
tongues of fire (flame) blazing over them,

The boom of cannon fire shatters Warsaw,
Cries for help are heard through helpless shout.
In the roar of falling bombs and cannons
Motl’s name is heard, it floats so free,

On barricades our hero fell among them,

His Bar-Mitzvah didn’t live to see.

Motele, a decent fellow,

Motele, a skilful guy:

Motele, successful also,

Because our Motl, he excels in all he tries.
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