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 composer & lyricist unknown

©The Polina Shepherd Vocal Experience

You give a little, you take a little
arranged by Shoko Nagai

English translation by Eve Sicular 

If people just took my advice,  
I’d make peace in the world right away 
Put all of the riches together, 
Mix them all in just like so:
You give a little, you take a little, 
You put it all into one bowl 
“To each, according to their needs, divide!”

You take some brains, you take some brawn, 
Then by working together, I believe, 
There’d be no rich or poor anymore.
Why should people worry 
About paying for food and rent?
 Why be fearful of tomorrow 
When there’s such abundance in the world?
So, you give a little, take a little, 
You put it all into one bowl. 
Surely then there would be peace on earth.


